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Online Appendix: 


“Peer Evaluations: Exploiting Meritocratic Norms to Overcome Social Dilemmas” 


Instructions for Experiments:

1) No Evaluations

2) ⍺=0 Treatment

3) ⍺=0.5 Treatment

4) ⍺=1 Treatment



mvanesse
Instructions: 

“No Evaluations Treatment”



Instructions 
This is an experiment on decision making. The experiment will be divided into 20 periods.  In each 
period, you will be randomly assigned to a group with two others. Your earnings in a period will depend 
on the decisions of all the members of your group. At the end of the experiment, one period will be 
selected at random and you will be paid 0.5 times your earnings for that period. It’s important to 
remember that the information on your screen is for your private use only. Please do not talk with any 
of the other participants, or try to see their screens.  

Overview 

Each period you will be endowed with 15 tokens.  Each period consists of a choice stage followed by a 
results stage.  

Choice Stage 

In this stage, you choose how many tokens to keep for yourself and how many to contribute to the 
group. Thegrade for your group (the “group grade”) is determined by the total number of tokens 
contributed by you and the other two members of your group.  In particular, if in total X tokens are 
contributed by your group, then the group grade is 

݁݀ܽݎܩ	݌ݑ݋ݎܩ = 1.15ܺ − 0.01ܺଶ. 
At the end of the instructions there is a table to help you compute group grades for different 
contributions.  

Results Stage: 

Your final grade is  

݁݀ܽݎܩ	݈ܽ݊݅ܨ =  ݁݀ܽݎܩ	݌ݑ݋ݎܩ

Your earnings for the period are your final grade plus the number of tokens you kept at the first stage.In 
other words, 

ݏ݃݊݅݊ݎܽܧ = ݁݀ܽݎܩ	݈ܽ݊݅ܨ +  ݏ݊݁݇݋ܶ	ݐ݌݁ܭ

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Experimental Software 

The rest of the instructions explain how to enter decisions into the experimental software, how to use 
the earnings calculator, and how to view past results. 

Choice Stage: 

In the choice stage, you will see the following screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Entering a Token Contribution 

You enter the number of tokens to contribute to your group into the box at the bottom right.  

 

You may enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00, up to two decimal places. Once you have entered 
your contribution, you submit your decision by pressing the OK button. 

 

 

The "What If" Earnings Calculator 

You can use the earnings calculator at the top of the screen to evaluate different decisions.  

 

The calculator calculates your earnings given a guess (between 0.00 and 30.00) of the total contribution 
by the other two members of your group and your own contribution. 



 

When you have entered the desired numbers press the “Update Calculator” button in the middle of the 
screen and the earnings calculator will tell you your earnings if your guesses are correct.  You can use 
this calculator as often as you wish (within the time limit). 

 

Results Stage: 

After evaluations have been submitted, you will progress to the results stage. At this stage you learn 
your Group Grade, your Final Grade, and your earnings for the period. 

 

 

History Table 

The table at the bottom left corner of your screen in the choice stage shows the contributions, 
evaluations, and grades that you have received in the past, along with your resulting earnings.   

 

You can view earlier periods by pressing the scroll button on the side of the table.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Calculators: 

Group Grade Calculator:  

Each row of this table corresponds to a contribution total for the other two group members (from 0 to 
30); the columns of the table represent your contribution (from 0 to 15). The table allows you to check 
different scenarios. In particular, if you pick a row (i.e., a token contribution for your other group 
members) and a column (i.e., a contribution for yourself), then the associated cell in the table is the 
group grade you would receive in that scenario. 

 

 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0 0.00 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00
1 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84
2 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66
3 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46
4 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24
5 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00
6 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74
7 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46
8 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16
9 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84

10 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50
11 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14
12 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76
13 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36
14 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94
15 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50
16 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04
17 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56
18 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06
19 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54
20 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00
21 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44
22 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86
23 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26
24 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64
25 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00
26 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34
27 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66
28 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96
29 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24
30 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24 31.50

Own Contribution

Group Grade Calculator
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mvanesse
Instructions: 100% Group Grade + 0% Individual Grade, 

“⍺=0 Treatment”



Instructions 
This is an experiment on decision making. The experiment will be divided into 30 periods.  In each 
period, you will be randomly assigned to a group with two others. Your earnings in a period will depend 
on the decisions of all the members of your group. At the end of the experiment, one period will be 
selected at random and you will be paid your earnings for that period. It’s important to remember that 
the information on your screen is for your private use only. Please do not talk with any of the other 
participants, or try to see their screens.  

Overview 

Each period you will be endowed with 15 tokens.  Each period consists of a choice stage, followed by an 
evaluation stage, and finally a results stage.  

Choice Stage 

In this stage, you choose how many tokens to keep for yourself and how many to contribute to the 
group. The grade for your group (the “group grade”) is determined by the total number of tokens 
contributed by you and the other two members of your group.  In particular, if in total X tokens are 
contributed by your group, then the group grade is 

𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15𝑋 − 0.01𝑋2. 

At the end of the instructions there is a table to help you compute group grades for different 
contributions.  

Evaluation Stage 

In this stage, you observe how many tokens each member of your group contributed.  You then provide 
an evaluation score between 0 and 15 for each member of your group (including one for yourself). 

There will be three scores for you – two scores provided by the other members of your group and third 
score that you provided for yourself.  Call the median of these three scores “M.” Your individual grade is 
calculated in the same way as the group grade except that X is replaced by three times M.  In particular,  

𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15(3𝑀) − 0.01(3𝑀)2. 

At the end of these instructions there is an “Individual Group Grade Calculator” table which computes 
your individual grade for different M. 

Results Stage: 

Your final grade is  

𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 100% × 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 0% × 𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 

Your earnings for the period are your final grade plus the number of tokens you kept at the first stage. In 
other words, 

𝐸𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑠 = 𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 𝐾𝑒𝑝𝑡 𝑇𝑜𝑘𝑒𝑛𝑠 

 



Experimental Software 

The rest of the instructions explain how to enter decisions into the experimental software, how to use 
the earnings calculator, and how to view past results. 

Choice Stage: 

In the choice stage, you will see the following screen. 

 
Entering a Token Contribution 

You enter the number of tokens to contribute to your group into the box at the bottom right.  

 

You may enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00, up to two decimal places. Once you have entered 
your contribution, you submit your decision by pressing the OK button. 

 

 



The "What If" Earnings Calculator 

You can use the earnings calculator at the top of the screen to evaluate different decisions.  

 

The calculator calculates your earnings given a guess (between 0.00 and 30.00) of the total contribution 
by the other two members of your group, your own contribution, and a guess of the median of the three 
evaluations for you. 

 

When you have entered the desired numbers press the “Update Calculator” button in the middle of the 
screen and the earnings calculator will tell you your earnings if your guesses are correct.   

 

You can use this calculator as often as you wish (within the time limit). 

 



Evaluation Stage: 

In the evaluation stage, you will see the contributions of each member in your group, displayed at the 
top of the screen. 

 

For each contribution (including your own), you submit an evaluation of the group member making that 
contribution. To enter your evaluation, type a number into the textbox below the contribution. You may 
enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00. Once you have entered your evaluations, submit your 
decision by pressing the OK button at the bottom right of your screen. 

 

 

Results Stage: 

After evaluations have been submitted, you will progress to the results stage. At this stage you learn 
your Group Grade, your Individual Grade, your Final Grade, and your earnings for the period. 

 

 

History Table 

The table at the bottom left corner of your screen in the choice stage shows the contributions, 
evaluations, and grades that you have received in the past, along with your resulting earnings.   

 

You can view earlier periods by pressing the scroll button on the side of the table.  

 

 

 



Grade Calculators: 

Group Grade Calculator:  

Each row of this table corresponds to a contribution total for the other two group members (from 0 to 
30); the columns of the table represent your contribution (from 0 to 15). The table allows you to check 
different scenarios. In particular, if you pick a row (i.e., a token contribution for your other group 
members) and a column (i.e., a contribution for yourself), then the associated cell in the table is the 
group grade you would receive in that scenario. 

 

 

 

Individual Grade Calculator: 

 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0 0.00 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00
1 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84
2 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66
3 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46
4 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24
5 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00
6 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74
7 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46
8 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16
9 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84

10 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50
11 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14
12 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76
13 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36
14 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94
15 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50
16 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04
17 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56
18 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06
19 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54
20 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00
21 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44
22 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86
23 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26
24 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64
25 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00
26 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34
27 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66
28 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96
29 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24
30 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24 31.50

Own Contribution

Group Grade Calculator
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Individual 
Grade 0 3.36 6.54 9.54 12.36 15 17.46 19.74 21.84 23.76 25.5 27.06 28.44 29.64 30.66 31.5

Individual Grade Calculator

Median Grade



mvanesse
Instructions: 50% Group Grade + 50% Individual Grade 

“⍺=0.5 Treatment”



Instructions 
This is an experiment on decision making. The experiment will be divided into 30 periods.  In each 
period, you will be randomly assigned to a group with two others. Your earnings in a period will depend 
on the decisions of all the members of your group. At the end of the experiment, one period will be 
selected at random and you will be paid your earnings for that period. It’s important to remember that 
the information on your screen is for your private use only. Please do not talk with any of the other 
participants, or try to see their screens.  

Overview 

Each period you will be endowed with 15 tokens.  Each period consists of a choice stage, followed by an 
evaluation stage, and finally a results stage.  

Choice Stage 

In this stage, you choose how many tokens to keep for yourself and how many to contribute to the 
group. The grade for your group (the “group grade”) is determined by the total number of tokens 
contributed by you and the other two members of your group.  In particular, if in total X tokens are 
contributed by your group, then the group grade is 

𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15𝑋 − 0.01𝑋2. 

At the end of the instructions there is a table to help you compute group grades for different 
contributions.  

Evaluation Stage 

In this stage, you observe how many tokens each member of your group contributed.  You then provide 
an evaluation score between 0 and 15 for each member of your group (including one for yourself). 

There will be three scores for you – two scores provided by the other members of your group and third 
score that you provided for yourself.  Call the median of these three scores “M.” Your individual grade is 
calculated in the same way as the group grade except that X is replaced by three times M.  In particular,  

𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15(3𝑀) − 0.01(3𝑀)2. 

At the end of these instructions there is an “Individual Group Grade Calculator” table which computes 
your individual grade for different M. 

Results Stage: 

Your final grade is  

𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 50% × 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 50% × 𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 

Your earnings for the period are your final grade plus the number of tokens you kept at the first stage. In 
other words, 

𝐸𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑠 = 𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 𝐾𝑒𝑝𝑡 𝑇𝑜𝑘𝑒𝑛𝑠 

 



Experimental Software 

The rest of the instructions explain how to enter decisions into the experimental software, how to use 
the earnings calculator, and how to view past results. 

Choice Stage: 

In the choice stage, you will see the following screen. 

 
Entering a Token Contribution 

You enter the number of tokens to contribute to your group into the box at the bottom right.  

 

You may enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00, up to two decimal places. Once you have entered 
your contribution, you submit your decision by pressing the OK button. 

 

 



The "What If" Earnings Calculator 

You can use the earnings calculator at the top of the screen to evaluate different decisions.  

 

The calculator calculates your earnings given a guess (between 0.00 and 30.00) of the total contribution 
by the other two members of your group, your own contribution, and a guess of the median of the three 
evaluations for you. 

 

When you have entered the desired numbers press the “Update Calculator” button in the middle of the 
screen and the earnings calculator will tell you your earnings if your guesses are correct.   

 

You can use this calculator as often as you wish (within the time limit). 

 



Evaluation Stage: 

In the evaluation stage, you will see the contributions of each member in your group, displayed at the 
top of the screen. 

 

For each contribution (including your own), you submit an evaluation of the group member making that 
contribution. To enter your evaluation, type a number into the textbox below the contribution. You may 
enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00. Once you have entered your evaluations, submit your 
decision by pressing the OK button at the bottom right of your screen. 

 

 

Results Stage: 

After evaluations have been submitted, you will progress to the results stage. At this stage you learn 
your Group Grade, your Individual Grade, your Final Grade, and your earnings for the period. 

 

 

History Table 

The table at the bottom left corner of your screen in the choice stage shows the contributions, 
evaluations, and grades that you have received in the past, along with your resulting earnings.   

 

You can view earlier periods by pressing the scroll button on the side of the table.  

 

 

 



mvanesse
Instructions: 0% Group Grade + 100% Individual Grade

“⍺=1 Treatment”



Instructions 
This is an experiment on decision making. The experiment will be divided into 20 periods.  In each 
period, you will be randomly assigned to a group with two others. Your earnings in a period will depend 
on the decisions of all the members of your group. At the end of the experiment, one period will be 
selected at random and you will be paid your earnings for that period. It’s important to remember that 
the information on your screen is for your private use only. Please do not talk with any of the other 
participants, or try to see their screens.  

Overview 

Each period you will be endowed with 15 tokens.  Each period consists of a choice stage, followed by an 
evaluation stage, and finally a results stage.  

Choice Stage 

In this stage, you choose how many tokens to keep for yourself and how many to contribute to the 
group. The grade for your group (the “group grade”) is determined by the total number of tokens 
contributed by you and the other two members of your group.  In particular, if in total X tokens are 
contributed by your group, then the group grade is 

𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15𝑋 − 0.01𝑋2. 

At the end of the instructions there is a table to help you compute group grades for different 
contributions.  

Evaluation Stage 

In this stage, you observe how many tokens each member of your group contributed.  You then provide 
an evaluation score between 0 and 15 for each member of your group (including one for yourself). 

There will be three scores for you – two scores provided by the other members of your group and third 
score that you provided for yourself.  Call the median of these three scores “M.” Your individual grade is 
calculated in the same way as the group grade except that X is replaced by three times M.  In particular,  

𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 1.15(3𝑀) − 0.01(3𝑀)2. 

At the end of these instructions there is an “Individual Group Grade Calculator” table which computes 
your individual grade for different M. 

Results Stage: 

Your final grade is  

𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 = 0% × 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 100% × 𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 

Your earnings for the period are your final grade plus the number of tokens you kept at the first stage.In 
other words, 

𝐸𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑠 = 𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 + 𝐾𝑒𝑝𝑡 𝑇𝑜𝑘𝑒𝑛𝑠 

 



Experimental Software 

The rest of the instructions explain how to enter decisions into the experimental software, how to use 
the earnings calculator, and how to view past results. 

Choice Stage: 

In the choice stage, you will see the following screen. 

 
Entering a Token Contribution 

You enter the number of tokens to contribute to your group into the box at the bottom right.  

 

You may enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00, up to two decimal places. Once you have entered 
your contribution, you submit your decision by pressing the OK button. 

 

 



The "What If" Earnings Calculator 

You can use the earnings calculator at the top of the screen to evaluate different decisions.  

 

The calculator calculates your earnings givena guess (between 0.00 and 30.00) of the total contribution 
by the other two members of your group, your own contribution, and a guess of the median of the three 
evaluations for you. 

 

When you have entered the desired numbers press the “Update Calculator” button in the middle of the 
screen and the earnings calculator will tell you your earnings if your guesses are correct.   

 

You can use this calculator as often as you wish (within the time limit). 

 



Evaluation Stage: 

In the evaluation stage, you will see the contributions of each member in your group, displayed at the 
top of the screen. 

 

For each contribution (including your own), you submit an evaluation of the group member making that 
contribution. To enter your evaluation, type a number into the textbox below the contribution. You may 
enter any number between 0.00 and 15.00. Once you have entered your evaluations, submit your 
decision by pressing the OK button at the bottom right of your screen. 

 

 

Results Stage: 

After evaluations have been submitted, you will progress to the results stage. At this stage you learn 
your Group Grade, your Individual Grade, your Final Grade, and your earnings for the period. 

 

 

History Table 

The table at the bottom left corner of your screen in the choice stage shows the contributions, 
evaluations, and grades that you have received in the past, along with your resulting earnings.   

 

You can view earlier periods by pressing the scroll button on the side of the table.  

 

 

 



Grade Calculators: 

Group Grade Calculator:  

Each row of this table corresponds to a contribution total for the other two group members (from 0 to 
30); the columns of the table represent your contribution (from 0 to 15). The table allows you to check 
different scenarios. In particular, if you pick a row (i.e., a token contribution for your other group 
members) and a column (i.e., a contribution for yourself), then the associated cell in the table is the 
group grade you would receive in that scenario. 

 

 

 

Individual Grade Calculator: 

 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0 0.00 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00
1 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84
2 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66
3 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46
4 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24
5 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00
6 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74
7 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46
8 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16
9 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84

10 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50
11 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14
12 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76
13 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36
14 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94
15 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50
16 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04
17 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56
18 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06
19 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54
20 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00
21 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44
22 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86
23 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26
24 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64
25 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00
26 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34
27 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66
28 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96
29 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24
30 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24 31.50

Own Contribution

Group Grade Calculator
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Individual 
Grade 0 3.36 6.54 9.54 12.36 15 17.46 19.74 21.84 23.76 25.5 27.06 28.44 29.64 30.66 31.5

Individual Grade Calculator

Median Grade



Grade Calculators: 

Group Grade Calculator:  

Each row of this table corresponds to a contribution total for the other two group members (from 0 to 
30); the columns of the table represent your contribution (from 0 to 15). The table allows you to check 
different scenarios. In particular, if you pick a row (i.e., a token contribution for your other group 
members) and a column (i.e., a contribution for yourself), then the associated cell in the table is the 
group grade you would receive in that scenario. 

 

 

 

Individual Grade Calculator: 

 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0 0.00 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00
1 1.14 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84
2 2.26 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66
3 3.36 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46
4 4.44 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24
5 5.50 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00
6 6.54 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74
7 7.56 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46
8 8.56 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16
9 9.54 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84

10 10.50 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50
11 11.44 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14
12 12.36 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76
13 13.26 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36
14 14.14 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94
15 15.00 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50
16 15.84 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04
17 16.66 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56
18 17.46 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06
19 18.24 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54
20 19.00 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00
21 19.74 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44
22 20.46 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86
23 21.16 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26
24 21.84 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64
25 22.50 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00
26 23.14 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34
27 23.76 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66
28 24.36 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96
29 24.94 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24
30 25.50 26.04 26.56 27.06 27.54 28.00 28.44 28.86 29.26 29.64 30.00 30.34 30.66 30.96 31.24 31.50
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T
o
t
a
l
 
C
o
n
t
r
i
b
u
t
i
o
n
 
o
f
 
O
t
h
e
r
s

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Individual 
Grade 0 3.36 6.54 9.54 12.36 15 17.46 19.74 21.84 23.76 25.5 27.06 28.44 29.64 30.66 31.5

Individual Grade Calculator

Median Grade


